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Allison Baker is pursuing a PhD in Latin American History at the University of California, San Diego. She studies 

the historical relationship between revolutionary subjectivity and environmentalism in Cuba. She has also 

conducted semiotic analyses of Cuban revolutionary youth movements in the mid 20th century.  

 

Aprajita Kashyap teaches in the Latin American Division at the Centre for Canadian, US and Latin American 

Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. Her doctoral thesis was 

on Brazil’s Environmental Policies and Programmes in the Amazon Region. Her research interests are in the 

areas of environmental politics, federalism and international relations. Her area of specialisation is 

government and politics; foreign policy; and political economy in the Latin American and Caribbean region.  

 

Ayesha Siddiqi is Assistant Professor at the Department of Geography at University of Cambridge. She is PI on 

the BA funded project El Niño and Flash Floods in Peru: Bringing Knowledge on “Furia de los Rios” and 

“Western Science” to Understand Lag Time. 

 

Domenico Cecere teaches Early Modern History and Historical Research Methods at the University of Naples 

Federico II. His research focuses on popular politics and social conflicts, on integration and exclusion in early 

modern cities, and on the representations of and reactions to disasters in the Spanish Empire. His publications 

include the monograph Le armi del popolo (2013) and the collective volume Disaster Narratives in Early 

Modern Naples (2018). He has been awarded a Starting Grant of the European Research Council, to undertake 

a research project (Discompose, 2018-2024) on responses to disasters in the Spanish Empire in the early 

modern period. 

 

Gemma Sou is a development geographer undertaking a Vice Chancellor’s Fellowship at RMIT University in 

Melbourne, Australia. She draws on postcolonial discourse to explore human-environment relations with a 

particular interest in development in disaster-affected contexts, everyday lived experiences of disasters, aid, 

research methods and ethics, and the media representation of disasters. Gemma regularly works with artists 

to produce respectful, nuanced and creative representations of the people she speaks to in her research.  

 

 

 

 

http://discompose.unina.it/


Henrice Altink is Professor in Modern History and co-director of the Interdisciplinary Global Development 

Centre at the University of York. She is the author of three books and numerous journal articles on race, 

gender and class inequalities in Jamaica, from slavery to the present. This paper is part of her new research 

project that examines social-environmental vulnerability in the circum-Caribbean from the end of the Second 

World War to the present.   

 

Ian Bethell Bennett is an associate professor in the School of English and adjunct in the School of Social 

Sciences at the University of the Bahamas. He has collaborated with a number of colleagues on sustainable 

development community-based initiatives to promote gender equality. He has worked with international 

organisations on projects to eliminate gender-based violence and create more equitable societies through a 

decolonial praxis. He is co-editor of Tourism, Governance and Sustainability in The Bahamas (Routledge) and is 

co-editing a book on Space, Place, Gender, Class and Race in the Caribbean. He is also working on an art and 

history project on “for export”: understanding the coloniality of space. 

 

Ian Seavey is a PhD candidate in the department of history at Texas A&M University. His research examines 

U.S. relations with Puerto Rico through the lens of disaster relief policy. His dissertation, “Colonial Calamities: 

The Politics of U.S. Disaster Relief in Puerto Rico, 1898-1979,” seeks to tell the story of how evolving ideas 

about disaster relief fundamentally shaped and continue to shape the colonial relationship between the U.S. 

and Puerto Rico. In the spring of 2022, he had an article published in the Journal of Advanced Military Studies 

and also has one scheduled for publication in the Florida Historical Quarterly. He has presented his work in 

various venues including the annual meetings of the Organization of American Historians, the Society of 

Historians of American Foreign Relations, the American Society of Environmental History, and the Rocky 

Mountain Council of Latin American Studies. His broader research interests include environmental history and 

the history of U.S. foreign relations. In his free time, he enjoys playing guitar in various heavy metal bands.  

 

Ignacio Ríos is a lawyer, LLB and Master in Law from the Faculty of Law of the University of Chile, and 

professor of Private Law at the same University. He holds a LLM (Master in Law) at UCL (University College 

London), a MPhil (Master in Philosophy in Law) at the University of Oxford, and he is a DPhil in Law candidate 

at University of Oxford. 

 

James Shepherd-Barron is a disaster risk management consultant, practicing humanitarian coordinator, and 

adjunct professor of international disaster management at Fordham University’s Institute of International 

Humanitarian Affairs. Having worked in over thirty natural disasters and conflict zones around the world, he 

now advises governments, UN agencies and international NGOs on disaster risk management policy and 

practice, most recently in Ukraine, Syria, DRC and Sierra Leone. A former UN official with WHO and global 

director of emergencies for Care International, James was the British Government’s disaster management 

adviser in Domenica following Hurricane Maria in 2017 and was a member of the UN’s coordination team in 

Haiti following the earthquake of 2010.  



 

June Carolyn Erlick is Editor-in-Chief of ReVista, the Harvard Review of Latin America at the David Rockefeller 

Center for Latin American Studies, and the author of Natural Disasters in Latin America and the Caribbean: 

Coping with Calamity (Routledge, 2021). 

 

Maria Jose Montoya is a Research Assistant on the BA funded project El Niño and Flash Floods in Peru: 

Bringing Knowledge on “Furia de los Rios” and “Western Science” to Understand Lag Time. 

 

Martha Bell is Associate Professor at the Department of Geography at  Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú. 

She is Co-I on the BA funded project El Niño and Flash Floods in Peru: Bringing Knowledge on “Furia de los 

Rios” and “Western Science” to Understand Lag Time. 

 

Matteo Lazzari is a Post-doc research fellow at the University of Naples “Federico II”, Italy, in the ERC project 

Discompose led by professor Domenico Cecere. Currently, Matteo is developing a research project on 

Mesoamerican volcanoes and their eruptions as well as earthquakes and inundations in the sixteenth- and 

seventeenth- century. Matteo holds a PhD in History and Cultures by the University of Bologna, with a special 

emphasis on the African presence in colonial Mexico: this doctoral thesis soon will be published in Italy with 

Viella, Rome. He has conducted archival research in Mexico, Ecuador, Guatemala, Spain, United States of 

America (John Carter Brown Library, Providence) and Italy. 

 

Princesa Cloutier holds an MRes in Latin American Studies from the former Institute of Latin American Studies 

at the School of Advanced Study. Her research focuses on Puerto Rican environmentalism and its relationship 

to the island’s colonial status. Her postgraduate thesis analyzed Hurricane Maria’s aftermath in the context of 

Puerto Rican economic history, from the Spanish-American War to the current debt crisis. She has worked as a 

researcher with the island’s US Forest Service and Casa Pueblo to develop a pedagogically informed climate 

change curriculum and for the University of Puerto Rico Mayagüez’s OASIS micro-grid project. 

 

Rafael Mendoza is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow on the BA funded project El Niño and Flash Floods in Peru: 

Bringing Knowledge on “Furia de los Rios” and “Western Science” to Understand Lag Time. 

 

Victoria Carpenter is Head of Research Development (University of Bedfordshire, UK), Honorary Research 

Fellow (University of Sheffield, UK); PhD University of Hull (2000), specializes in the relationship between 

emotions and factual accuracy in the narratives of violent events. Recent publications include The Tlatelolco 

Massacre, Mexico 1968, and the Emotional Triangle of Anger, Grief and Shame: Discourses of Truth(s) (Cardiff: 

University of Wales Press, 2018); a number of collected volumes on the representation of violence in Latin 

American, and a number of articles on modern Mexican and Argentinean literature. Victoria Carpenter is the 

founder of the Latin American Literary Studies Association (LALSA). 

 



Yairen Jerez Columbié is Assistant Professor in Latin American Studies and Intercultural Communication at 

Trinity College Dublin (TCD).  She taught in the Universitat de Girona and University College Cork, where she 

also led interdisciplinary research at the Science Foundation Ireland Centre for Energy, Climate and Marine 

Research and Innovation (MaREI) and the Environmental Research Institute. Dr Jerez Columbié is the author of 

the monograph Essays on Transculturation and Catalan-Cuban Intellectual History (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021) 

and co-editor of the open access volume Creating Resilient Futures: Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction, 

Sustainable Development Goals and Climate Change Adaptation Agendas (Palgrave Macmillan, 2022). 

 


