
Why was the UK so unprepared for the pandemic, suffering one of the highest death 
rates and worst economic contractions of the major world economies in 2020? After 
the Virus is a provocative manifesto for change post-COVID-19. Shining a light on the 
deep fractures in our society, Hilary Cooper and Simon Szreter reveal why the UK was 
unable to respond effectively to the pandemic and what we can learn from our own 
history to forge a fairer, more resilient future. 
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This is a critically important assessment of the current state of governance 

of healthcare and the economy in the UK. It uniquely places this in the 

historical context of Britain back to the Elizabethan period.  The disastrous 

mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic in the UK provides an ideal 

launch-pad for this critique, which also demonstrates a clear path to a better 

future. It should be in the hands of everyone in the country, particularly in 

Parliament, who cares about, and has responsibility for, our future.

Sir David King, former UK Chief Scientific Adviser and Climate Envoy, Chair of Independent SAGE
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Hilary Cooper is a former government economist and senior policy maker with 
expertise in labour markets, children’s services and local development. Her 
current freelance work examines the challenges of ageing. She was the joint 
winner of the 2019 IPPR Economics prize for the essay Incentivising an Ethical 
Economics, with Simon Szreter and Ben Szreter.

Simon Szreter is Professor of History and Public Policy at the University 
of Cambridge, researching economic, social and public health history. His 
publications include Health and Wealth, which won the American Public Health 
Association’s Viseltear Prize, and Sex before the Sexual Revolution, longlisted for 
the Samuel Johnson prize. He is co-founder and editor of History & Policy.
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What lessons does the past hold for shaping a better post-pandemic future? 
This book, with its powerful account of the intolerable inequalities of the 
present, argues for a revival of the moral foundations of the successful social 
contracts of earlier periods of British history.
Diane Coyle, author of Markets, State and People: Economics for Public Policy
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