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Conflicts and crises define eras and connect the past to the present. Global pandemics,

environmental catastrophes, human rights inequalities, and ongoing humanitarian

emergencies are but a few examples of the challenges that societies face today informed by

historical legacies and contingencies. The aim of this conference is to reflect on how we

study historical and ongoing crises, to provoke new approaches and frameworks, and to

consider how individuals, societies, and historians have experienced, conceptualised, and

reacted to crises broadly defined. 
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In September 1983, the Manhattan Beach Police Department, a small beach town in Los Angeles County,
sent a letter to the parents of children attending the McMartin family’s preschool in the neighbourhood
encouraging parents to ask their children if they witnessed or had been the victim of sexual abuse at the
preschool, explicitly detailing graphic and horrifying abusive acts. This letter would spark the longest and
most expensive criminal trial American history, lasting over seven years and costing over $15 million.
 

The McMartin Preschool Trial came at the intersection of two unique yet interrelated moral panics in the
United States during the 1980s: the day-care sexual abuse panic and the Satanic Panic. The principal
defendant of the trial was Ray Buckey, who had originally been accused of sexually abusing the
youngsters attending the preschool. As parents and the police pressed more and more children about
sexual abuse, the children’s stories became more and more phantastic—with many accusing him of
subjecting children to Satanic ritual abuse.

This paper explores the making of the Satanic Panic, analysing how something so far-fetched as
accusations of Satanic ritual abuse came to grip the American imagination so powerfully as to imprison
many on, at best, evidence insufficient to convict without a reasonable doubt. This paper analyses three
compounding factors: the power of mass media (news media as well as fictional portrayals in film and
novels), the massive growth of child welfare industries in the 1970s and 1980s, and the state of the
industry of psychotherapy in the mid-to-late twentieth century. Taken together, this paper argues that
these three factors created a particular environment in 1980s America that allowed for the imagined crisis
of Satanic ritual abuse to have such life-altering and, for some, -destroying consequences on everybody
involved, from the accused to the children.

Power, Amanda (University of Oxford)

Histories for planetary crisis and possible futures for the discipline

Most people don’t study history in order to change the world, but narratives of the past play a
potent role in shaping societies and futures. Humanities are deliberately underfunded and side-

lined as socially irrelevant. Yet they are the disciplines of critique, conceptualisation, and the
telling of truths that not everyone wants told. Something is amiss in the spaces between what
our discipline can do, and what it generally does do. The earth’s systems are beginning to break
down around us. Our political and economic systems drive harder and faster into disaster.
Scientists have been trying to warn the world for decades but can’t get traction. Historians have
tended to act as if none of this has anything to do with us. We have often been complicit in
these crises’ thin historicity, their untethered quality, which enables the evasion of responsibility
in all quarters. Yet all the explanatory power is in our hands. What would happen if emerging
generations of historians, recognising the devastating realities and challenges of the times,
could seize and explore the discipline’s revolutionary, truth-telling potential, not seeing
research as a site of retreat, but a space of action?

Brown, Charlie (Kings College London)
Believe the Children: Satanic Ritual Abuse and the

Makings of a Moral Panic



The Haitian Revolution was seen by British observers, particularly those within neighbouring slave society
Jamaica, as a moment of crisis. For those in power within the metropole however, it also presented an
opportunity, to steal one of their enemies’ most prized possessions. Following invitations from French
Royalists on the island of Saint-Domingue, the British occupied the south of the French colony. Despite
the initial success of their invasion, disease, financial expense, and the expertise of their enemies pushed
the British into a military crisis. The solution to which was an increasing reliance on enslaved soldiers. This
pattern of harnessing black martial prowess against itself, would become standard procedure as slave
revolution spread across the Caribbean and the British were forced to fight campaigns in the interiors of
their colonies against enslaved freedom fighters. 

My paper will illuminate how the resistance of Haitian revolutionaries, forced British and French colonizers
into a reliance on African collaborators. It will also explore how African and European forms of warfare
were adapted to the conditions of the Caribbean, to create a creolised form. The struggle for Haitian
liberation was -on one lever- a race war. However, the complex situation on the island also involved
competition between different European powers, and the use of African combatants on all sides of the
conflict. African revolutionaries were fighting for their freedom, and African reactionaries recruited to
oppose them were promised the same- neither had any guarantees. Europeans created conflict between
them to benefit themselves. Enslaved soldiers on both sides were often coerced into fighting, therefore, I
will take an approach that doesn’t favour either group. I will argue the British Army’s experience of the
Haitian revolution, ultimately led to the creation of the West India Regiments.

Forced movement was, and is, experienced as crisis: for people on the move, and for receiving states. Our
contemporary system is predicated on a transnational rights regime that enables flight and settlement,
rooted in the 1951 UN Convention. The Convention defines the refugee: although the term has been
usefully challenged and expanded, its basic meaning is stable. However, the modernity of the term
presents problems for historians. A lack of interdisciplinarity, particularly with regards to legal scholarship,
means that despite increasing interest in migration histories, we are plagued by definitional uncertainty.
This not only dehistoricises refugee protection but flattens the lived experience of forced
migrants/refugees.

The post-1951 consensus did not emerge from a vacuum. In this paper, I will argue that it is possible to
discern pre-histories of the contemporary refugee protection regime. Flight from the natal country is less
important in constituting ‘the refugee’ than the rights-based processes in host countries that label,
manage, and protect some forced migrants, constituting them as refugees. To be a refugee is to have
enforceable and enforced rights that enable durable settlement in a host country. This is an attempt,
however flawed it may have been and become, to respond proactively to the crisis of forced migration.
Drawing on contemporary theory, I will argue that Huguenots arriving in late 17th century England
constitute a moment of refugee protection: their arrival saw the development for the first time of a
(contested) system of refugee protection in law through the ultimately successful attempt to pass an Act
of General Naturalisation. Their refugeehood was constituted through the development of specific
apparatus to support their durable settlement, based on a recognition of rights of flight, movement, and
settlement.

Commons, Kathleen (University of
Sheffield)

Defining the refugee avant la lettre: using the late
17th century ‘refugee crisis’ to investigate refugee

history

Crichlow, Isaac (University College
London)

The Impact of the Haitian Revolution on the British
Army within the Caribbean, 1793-1798



Conflicts of many kinds- from ‘contentious politics’ and ‘disciplined dissent’ to armed insurrection- formed
an integral part of the urban and political landscapes of late medieval France. My intention in this paper is
to examine two such conflictual moments from the important cities of Lyon and Rouen. Both of these
conflicts arose out of these cities’ complex, at times extremely challenging, relationships with Capetian
royal authority but manifested very differently. Rouen’s revolt against a royal tax in 1292 led to the
suppression of its commune, with profound implications for its municipal life, whilst in June 1310 a royal
army was sent to settle the protracted question of Lyon’s geopolitical ambiguity, paving the way for
effective martial rule until the city’s forceful integration into the French realm in 1312. These instances
were, significantly, encounters with the manifestations of Philip IV’s royal wrath, ira regis, but they were
also, in different ways, moments of crisis and upheaval, which called into question both cities’ existing
structures and practices. 

My interest in these events is twofold, considering both experiences and memories. Firstly, the episodes
of 1292 and 1310 can reveal how urban and royal actors experienced and navigated these crisis
situations which were axial moments for urban politics and the trajectories of Capetian attitudes and
approaches to interacting with both cities. Moreover, these events can illuminate how contemporaries
conceptualised such conflicts from various perspectives, from condemnation to royal panegyric,
highlighting the central role of conflict in what we might call ‘urban memory’ and the multiple ways in
which these moments were constructed and represented in subsequent discourse, often in highly
emotive terms. This reinforces the important point that we should not just look to the memory of conflict
but also to the conflict over memory, which was often no less visceral or significant. 

The 'opening' of the country in the late nineteenth century suddenly involved Japan into both domestic
and international crises. It was in this period that the so-called Freedom and People's Rights Movement
emerged. Its participants insisted on what they called 'people's rights', which included parliamentarism-

based constitution, freedom of speech and local autonomy. 

One of the important characteristics of the movement is that it reflected diverse demands of people from
different social backgrounds: it consisted of not only theoretical discussion among Tokyo intellectuals but
also many local campaigns and demonstrations led by citizens and farmers from various regions. The
most important concept in many political disputes in this period was what they called 'heaven-given
human rights' (tenpu jinken), a Japanese version of the idea of natural rights that was based on both
Western and East Asian intellectual traditions. It was vividly highlighted in the 'debate over heaven-given
human rights' (tenpu jinken ronsō) in 1883. Importantly, the discussion focused on how the human rights
theory had been constructed in Europe as well as how it fitted in Japanese social and intellectual
conditions in those days. 

In this presentation, I will compare some different versions of the theory of human rights that appeared in
the debate, and will analyse how the process of translation was crucial in theorization, how the idea of
natural rights was related to indigenous political thoughts in Japan, and how it was materialized into
political campaigns. In doing so, this presentation aims to offer a critical perspective on the history of
human rights in the era of crisis.

Kawashima, Kaoruko (University of
Oxford)

Human rights theories and the Freedom and
People’s Rights Movement in 1880s Japan

Meades, Nathan (University of
St Andrews)

Crisis and Conflict in Late Medieval Urban France



In July 1972, award-winning Washington Post columnist William Raspberry visited the city of Agadez,
Niger, in the Sahelian region of West Africa. There he saw the city ringed with the tents and huts of
Sahelian pastoralists, who, as he said, had been “impoverished by the third or fourth rainless year in a
row”. However, Raspberry made no report. Writing 11 months later, after the Sahelian famine hit the
international headlines, Raspberry tried to explain the omission, claiming “famine is too hard to get an
emotional grip on”. It rapidly became clear that Sahelians and their livestock were enduring significant
suffering and death due to a widespread lack of food. The previously laconic press began to make the
crisis headline news and academics also began to respond. One of the earliest reactions was a July 1973
symposium held at London’s School of Oriental and African Studies, featuring presentations from across a
variety of disciplines. In spite of a range of explanations of the crisis featured at the symposium, the editing
of the subsequent report emphasises a climate attribution thesis put forward by climatologists from the
University of East Anglia Climatic Research Unit. 

This climate attribution thesis, as well as other framings, silenced indigenous voices, obscured the impact
of extractive colonialism during discussions of causes of the famine, and contributed to perceptions of the
inevitability of Sahelian deaths. The externalisation of casual narratives through climate attribution held
resonances with colonial climatic determinism in the region and detached the discussion of the crisis from
indigenous experiences and knowledge. This symposium represents narratives that helped shape
intervention in the region at the time and until the present day.

Survivors of the Mau Mau war have faced a crisis of memory, through the dual cultural losses of the stolen
colonial archive of British atrocity, and the national campaigns of silence about the war within Kenya. In
the context of this crisis of memory, Mau Mau survivors have curated their own archives and memories of
the war that run counter forgetting, asserting themselves as active participants in the making of their own
histories. Building a micro-history from the oral testimonies of three survivors of the Mau Mau War from the
same family, this paper will examine the intimate histories of Mau Mau and the dissonances and
contingencies that emerge in the making of Mau Mau history at the grassroots. In doing so, the paper will
explore how memories of the war have become a space for selfimagining, and how intergenerational and
mixed-gender oral histories can expand our understanding of conflict and crisis, and the way people have
made sense of their own life experiences of war and violence. 

As such, the paper also questions gendered prejudices within the historiography, which has made
decisions about what constituted revolutionary participation based on a masculinist metric of resistance,
a value system my research participants do not share. Drawing on current trends in the scholarship of
decolonisation, the paper will seek to understand popular memories of Mau Mau though a history of
emotions framework, expanding this field of study, which has been dominated by discussions of
European imperial nostalgia. The history of Mau Mau is a history of emotions, which plays out in people’s
daily lives as much as in the national political arena. This paper proposes that following these emotions
will lead to deeper understandings about the intimate histories of Mau Mau and their role in Kenyan self-
imagining.

Miyonga, Rose (University of Warwick) Crisis and Contingency: A family history of the Mau
Mau War

Shaw, Eleanor and Robert Naylor
(University of Manchester)
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My paper “‘Mariana in the Moated Grange:’ Shakespeare as a way to articulate trauma in American Civil
War Diaries,” explores the American Civil War diaries of Sarah Morgan, using trauma theory and
bibliotherapy to analyse her use of Shakespeare. Through her diaries, we see her using Shakespeare to
convey the difficult decisions she must make in the wake of the war, such as decisions to flee the South as
well as the use of Shakespeare to convey her emotions: anger at the Lincoln administration, fear over
fleeing the south, and despair over the loss of her father and brother. 

This paper provides a discussion on not only the history of the American South in the Civil War, but also
sheds light on the cultural South, personal history through diary writing, and the weight of Shakespeare’s
popularity in America during the war.

While the intellectual and ideological crises experienced by the British Left since the end of the Cold War
(and even earlier) have been well documented and explored, the crises experienced at the level of
grassroots political activity and engagement have not yet been studied beyond the quantitative. In this
paper I will explore, through illustrative case studies, and in dialogue with Peter Mair’s concept of the
‘hollowing out’ of western democracy, the long-term crisis of socialist activism in Britain from the late
1980s. For socialists active within the Labour Party, the ideological and organisational changes brought
about during the leaderships of Neil Kinnock and Tony Blair, provoked many to leave, either for more
appealing alternative parties, or in order to withdraw from political activity altogether. This had major
repercussions for the party’s internal governance, its campaigning organisation, and even its finances.
Meanwhile, the discrediting of state socialism after the fall of the Berlin Wall further hampered the
capabilities of independent socialist activism and shaped the increasingly anarchic, horizontal forms of
organising seen in various new protest movements. The controversial policies of the New Labour
government (such as PFI and the War on Terror) only accelerated a pre-existing trend of disillusionment
and disengagement. 

Utilising party minutes, and the archived material of the Save the Labour Party campaign, I will explore
how this multi-faceted but often overlooked crisis came about, was perceived and discussed within the
party and how various actors responded to it. The Save the Labour Party campaign, a unique and
unprecedented group established in response to the crisis, will be a particularly illustrative demonstration
both of the perceived gravity of Labour’s grassroots troubles, and the efforts put in to redressing the
hollowing out of Britain’s party politics.

Steer, Alfie (University of Oxford) Finding Somewhere Else to Go? The Crisis of
Labour Party Activism in Britain, 1989-2011

Strouth, Felicia (Kingston University
London)

“Mariana in the Moated Grange:” Shakespeare as a
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Diaries



For eighteenth-century Scottish soldiers, military conflicts provided promising routes of rehabilitation – the
transformation from Jacobite ‘rebels’ to loyal ‘heroes’ – adventure, and new land in the colonies as
motivation. The Scots were thus considered proud fighters and settlers at the imperial front. This paper,
however, offers a contrasting narrative of the experience of the Scottish soldiery: one of melancholy,
disillusionment, and disappointment, caused by their physical detachment from home, and the Church of
Scotland in particular, to which they were emotionally attached. 

The autobiography of Thomas Mitchell, soldier in the 21st Regiment of Foot serving in Holland, England, and
Gibraltar between 1747-1759, is replete with such negativity – especially his frustration with the lack of
religious provision within the army. Mitchell’s negative sentiment echoed the comment of John Blackadder
(1664–1729), Presbyterian officer, that the army, without proper pastoral care, was ‘the nursery of
melancholy’. In response, Mitchell had developed alternative strategies to cope with the realities of conflict
zones, including corresponding with clergymen and pious laymen at home, who sent him numerous religious
books from Scotland at his request. This godly network of letters, however, proved difficult to replicate for
other religiously-minded soldiers and was no substitute for the systematic provision of army chaplaincy. The
soldiers’ emotional response, this paper argues, resulted not only from their mobile lifestyle but also the
institutional conditions in which they lived, namely the ambiguous relationship between the military and the
Church. 

By examining the controversies over the appointment of chaplains – notably William Venice, who was
pressured by his colonel to convert to Anglicanism in Ireland – this paper aims to delineate the process
through which the boundary between the religious and military authorities was (re)negotiated in times of war,
and how such ambiguity rendered religious provision ineffectual, and frustrated pious soldiers like Mitchell.

To fully grasp the causation of the crimes in the Nazi concentration camps historians must prioritise studying
the motivations of the SS perpetrators. The traditional trend in Holocaust research has been to retrace and
memorialise the suffering of the victims. Commemorative histories have been hugely important in
constructing the picture of the SS camp system and immortalising the stories of those unfortunate enough to
be incarcerated within. However, they are held back by their avoidance of interacting with the development
of the SS. This paper thus conveys the importance of taking an approach to Holocaust history which centres
on the perpetrators to understand why the SS guards displayed their deadly behaviours in the camps. 

Education was a significant influence in the early years of the German males who went on to serve in the
Camp SS. Whilst their lives before service in the SS varied, the majority completed school and many were
members of German youth groups, including the Hitler Youth. This overlap of early life experience amongst
the guards gives historians an excellent starting point for identifying where their journey to service in the SS
began. The aim of this paper is to show that the education systems of Germany from the Wilhelmine period
through to the Third Reich consistently exposed children to dangerous militaristic and xenophobic ideas.
This requires the use of archival evidence including school textbooks, testimonies, and contemporary views
on the important role that youth were to play in Germany’s resurgence. This evidence forms the basis of this
paper’s conclusions that millions of early twentieth century German males were victims of politicised
pedagogy and received supplementary military training and antisemitic instruction in the Hitler Youth.
Moving forward, this must encourage historians to place greater emphasis upon the role of education in the
early development of perpetrators.

Wardell, George (York St John
University)

Viewing the Holocaust from a Perpetrator Perspective:
The Influence of Schools and Youth Groups on Young

German Males in Early Twentieth Century Germany

Wei, Xiang (University of Cambridge) 
“I wept sore for here was not one Gospel minister:”
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In the mid-1640s early modern Durham faced one of its worst mortality crises, with an outbreak of plague
striking an already exhausted populace. Demographic data demonstrates the overwhelmingly urban
character of this outbreak, while probate materials and parish administrative records show the lived
experiences of citizens during the crisis.

I focus upon the experiences of three ordinary people living in and around Durham city. Utilising an
approach inspired by the innovative work of American historian Wendy Anne Warren, it is possible to
reconstruct what living (and sadly, in some cases, dying) in Durham during this plague outbreak was like. I
begin with the experience of Mr. Crookes in the rural outskirts of the city, moving to a Durham mill with
Nicholas White, and closing my presentation in the city centre with roughmason’s wife Anna
Brantingham.

Each of my three Durham plague ‘guides’ experienced the plague outbreak as a highly significant event
in their lives, but this paper stresses the importance of taking a measured approach to the history of
plague. While highly disruptive and heart-breaking, an epidemic did not dissolve existing ties of
community and kinship. It is true that fear and distrust might lead, as Samuel Pepys wrote, people to be
“cruel, as doggs, one to another”. But it is also the case that, in civil war Durham, the sick were cared for
with dignity and parish clerks meticulously recorded their losses for posterity. It is this legacy of the
outbreak which should be emphasised. 

The mid-seventeenth century is often presented as a traumatic period worthy of being described as a
'general crisis' which spread across the globe, affecting countries from Europe to China and beyond. My
presentation ends by placing this study of a single historical 'moment' within this community in its wider
historiographical context.

Yeo, Emma (Durham University) 
“Being visited with the contagion of the

pestilence”: Living and Dying with the Plague in
Civil War Durham


