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Saksaywaman, Cuzco, Peru

10.00 am
Coffee/ Registration
10.15 am Dominika Sieczkowska (Centro Estudios Andinos, Universidad de Varsovia en Cusco) José Bastante (Ministerio de Cultura, Cusco)  Informe preliminar de las dos ultimas temporadas de excavaciones en el MA Chachabamba (Parque Nacional de Machupicchu).
10.50: Sara Morrisset (University of Cambridge) Conduits of Power: Ritualized Displays of Water at the Inka Site of Saksaywaman 
Coffee
12.00: Ivan Leibowicz (IMHICIHU-CONICET, Argentina) Félix Acuto, Alejandro Ferrari, Ricardo Moyano y Cristian Jacob Paisajes rituales Inkas en el Valle Calchaquí Norte, Salta, Argentina
12.35:  Dagmara Socha (Center of Precolumbian Studies of University of Warsaw) and Sebastian Rojek (Toxicology Laboratory, Collegium Medicum, Jagiellonian University).  Using stimulants and drugs in Nasca Culture. New findings and research perspective.
Lunch 


2.00:  Nicolas Goepfert (CNRS – Paris), Belkys Gutiérrez, Lucie Dausse and Segundo Vásquez Daily life and rituals in the Sechura desert (extreme Northern Peru) during Lambayeque and Chimu-Inka times
2.35:  Tatiana Vlemincq-Mendieta (UCL) Peter Eeckhout and Lawrence S. Owens Whence the Ychsma? An archaeological and osteological approach
3.10:  Anna-Maria Begerock (IECIM, Madrid), Mercedes González, Isabel Martínez, María Guevara and Nina Ullrich 200 years a woman and 1000 years a man: the case of the Marburg Mummy: Re-examining a decontextualized mummy from Ancient Peru
Tea


4.10:  Jonas Gregorio de Souza (University of Exeter), Iriarte, Schaan, Robinson, Barbosa, Khaan, Aragão, Marimon Jr., Marimon, and Nakahara  Geometric earthworks along the entire southern rim of the Amazon
4.45:  Philip Riris (UCL) Assessing the Impact and Legacy of Swidden Farming in Neotropical Interfluvial Environments: Exploratory Modelling of Post-Contact Piaroa Land Use
You are asked to make a contribution of £10.00 towards the cost of coffee, tea & lunch
Book a place using this link: www.ucl.ac.uk/event-ticketing/booking?ev=17043

Our next meeting will be on: Saturday 19th May 2018

If you would like to give a talk at a future seminar or for further information please contact Bill Sillar: b.sillar@ucl.ac.uk

ABSTRACTS:
Informe preliminar de las dos ultimas temporadas de excavaciones en el MA Chachabamba (Parque Arqueológico Nacional de Machupicchu).

Dominika Sieczkowska (Centro de Estudios Andinos de la Universidad de Varsovia en el Cusco)  dominika.sieczkowskaa@gmail.com
José Bastante (Ministerio de Cultura, Cusco)
El Monumento Arqueológico (MA) Chachabamba se encuentra ubicado en el Santuario Histórico de Machupicchu (SHM) a una altitud promedio de 2170 msnm. El sitio viene siendo investigado en el marco del Programa de Investigaciones (PIAISHM) y cuenta con el apoyo del Universidad de Varsovia. Las excavaciones del PIAISHM durante las temporadas 2016 y 2017 han permitido obtener información valiosa con respecto al uso y función del Sector A que abarca un área de 3501 m2 y presenta una kancha central con la plaza asociada a tres wayranas en cuyo lado norte se encuentra una waka compuesta por un afloramiento rocoso granítico labrado parcialmente con una serie de tallas a manera de escalones y una talla de mayor tamaño a manera de altar al que se han adecuado mampostería fina y rústica en tres de sus lados, además de la presencia de un gnomon con posibles funciones astronómicas. Por su parte, el lado abierto de la waka en dirección sur hacia la plaza guarda íntima relación con el nevado Salkantay, una de las deidades mas poderosas de la región.
Conduits of Power: 
Ritualized Displays of Water at the Inka Site of Saksaywaman
Sara Morrisset (University of Cambridge, United Kingdom)  saramorrisset@gmail.com
Despite the fame and prominent location of Saksaywaman, limited archaeological study has focused on the water system of the notable Muyuqmarka sector of the Inka site. Through interdisciplinary fieldwork with a team of hydraulic engineers, my research systematically investigates the source, plan, and design of the Muyuqmarka water system. Digital modeling was used to illustrate reconstructions of the hydraulic system and the highly unusual architecture of the Muyuqmarka tower. This computer-based analysis argues that the prime purpose of the main tower was to store water used for a set of water manipulation rituals. With the consideration of the cultural importance of water, the Inka could influence notions of identity, social order, and the workings of the universe by manipulating water to support their own political ends. The manipulation of water at the Muyuqmarka may have served to propagate Inka political power by materializing the Inka as primogenitor and regulator of the cosmic system of fluid circulation.  

Paisajes rituales Inkas en el Valle Calchaquí Norte, Salta, Argentina

Ivan Leibowicz  (IMHICIHU-CONICET, Argentina):  pinocarriaga@hotmail.com
Félix Acuto (IMHICIHU-CONICET, Argentina), 
Alejandro Ferrari (CONICET, Argentina), 
Ricardo Moyano (Instituto Interdisciplinario de Tilcara (UBA), CONICET, Argentina)
Cristian Jacob (Facultad de Filosofía y Letras (UBA), Argentina)

En este trabajo se presentan los resultados de investigaciones realizadas en Valle Calchaquí Norte (Salta, Argentina) sobre la conquista Inka de la región y la construcción de un paisaje ritual imperial para producir y reproducir el dominio del Tawantinsuyu.   

Partimos de la premisa que gran parte de los sitios e infraestructura que los Inkas construyeron en esta parte del Noroeste Argentino, así como las actividades que auspiciaban y realizaban, apuntaron a generar experiencias rituales inkaicas y producir la apropiación y el control de adoratorios, espacios rituales, y lugares o rasgos naturales significativos y sagrados del paisaje locales.
Se presentarán análisis de visibilidad desde los principales sitios y sus plataformas o ushnus hacia el cordón montañoso del Nevado de Cachi, fundamentalmente a las montañas nevadas y la principal waka local, el Cerro Meléndez (6020 msnm), análisis arqueoastronómicos, la presencia de petroglifos y las principales características de un plataforma o rectángulo ceremonial ubicada en la cima de ese cerro.

Así, se buscara constatar el modo en que la forma y arquitectura de los espacios públicos, los ushnus de los sitios inkaicos y otras estructuras buscaban entablar contacto con rasgos específicos del paisaje circundante, convocando a las ceremonias a las entidades no humanas sagradas que habitaban el paisaje animado andino. Donde la disposición de las plataformas, y la ubicación de algunos petroglifos, parece responder a una escenificación que trasciende la escala de sitio para proyectarse a elementos del paisaje circundante, incluyendo otros poblados locales e Inkas.
Inka Ritual Landscapes in the North Calchaqui Valley, Salta, Argentina

This work presents the results of research in the North Calchaquí Valley (Salta, Argentina) on the Inka conquest of the region and the construction of an imperial ritual landscape to produce and reproduce the Tawantinsuyu domain.

We start from the premise that most of the sites and infrastructure that the Inkas built in this part of the Argentine Northwest, as well as the activities they sponsored and performed, aimed at generating Inka ritual experiences and producing appropriation and control of shrines, ritual spaces, and places or natural features that are significant and sacred in the local landscape.

We will present analysis of visibility from the main sites and their platforms or ushnus to the mountain range of Nevado de Cachi, mainly to the snowy mountains and the main local waka, Cerro Meléndez (6020 masl), archeoastronomic analysis, the presence of petroglyphs and the main features of a platform located at the top of that mountain.

The shape and architecture of public spaces, Inka ushnus and other structures sought to make contact with specific features of the surrounding landscape, summoning ceremonies with sacred non-human entities inhabiting the animated Andean landscape. Where the layout of the platforms, and the location of some petroglyphs, seems to respond to a staging that transcends the site scale to project elements of the surrounding landscape, including other local and Inka villages.

Using stimulants and drugs in Nasca Culture.
New findings and research perspective.

Dagmara Socha (Center of Precolumbian Studies of University of Warsaw) dagmara127@o2.pl
Sebastian Rojek (Toxicology Laboratory, Collegium Medicum, Jagiellonian University)
The Nasca Culture flourished on south coast of Peru from 100 BC to 800 AD in valley of Ica River and drainage of Rio Grande. In Nasca iconography we have representation of many drugs plants. Most common is cactus San Pedro. It contains a numbers of alkaloids, including mescaline which has strong hallucinogen action. Some scholars think that it was used in rituals by priests. Hallucinogen action helped with visions and connection with spiritual world: gods and death ancestors. Other widespread stimulant in pre-hispanic Peru was coca leafs. There were used to help with altitude sickness and because it stimulating action. 

The consumption of drugs and alcohol is possible to trace in hair keratin. Most of xenobiotic (including drugs) introduced in different ways to the body, is built into the hair. To introduce drugs into hair keratin, their need to be taken regular by long time. For Nasca bodies there were never made hair drug test. The research of first samples from main ceremonial centre Cahuachi were investigated by author of this paper with cooperation with Toxicology Laboratory on Jagiellonian University in Cracow.  
The analysis of drug, stimulants and alcohol consumption can help with recreate some of unknown part of Nasca life and religious practices.  The first samples show capabilities of this kind of research and possibilities for further studies.  
Daily life and rituals in the Sechura desert (extreme Northern Peru) during Lambayeque and Chimu-Inka times

Nicolas Goepfert (CNRS-Paris 1 UMR 8096 Archéologie des Amériques, Maison de l’Archéologie et de l’Ethnologie, 21 allée de l’Université, 92023 Nanterre, France) nicolas.goepfert@cnrs.fr
Belkys Gutiérrez (BGL Arqueologia, Calle Los Pinos 518, Urb. La Rinconada, Trujillo, Perú) belkysgl@hotmail.com
Lucie Dausse (UMR 8096 Archéologie des Amériques, Maison de l’Archéologie et de l’Ethnologie, 21 allée de l’Université, 92023 Nanterre, France) lu-dausse@hotmail.fr
Segundo Vásquez  (Universidad Nacional de Trujillo (UNT), Ciudad Universitaria, Avenida Juan Pablo II s/n, Trujillo, Perú) svasquezs@unitru.edu.pe
The Sechura Desert, located at the northern boundary of Peru, is a strategic area at the center of multiple relationships, both cultural and climatic. Through the study of the subsistence strategies and resources management, this research aims at understanding how man has adapted to constraint environments and how landscape changes could have affected his adaptation. In this communication, we will present the first results of the excavations of two sites of the Sechura desert, the Huaca Amarilla and the Huaca Grande located in the Nunura quebrada, Norwest of the Illescas massif. The Huaca Amarilla is a Lambayeque civic-ceremonial center composed of two structures and a midden, the Huaca Grande is an important mound with a long occupation of more than a thousand years. These excavations provide new data on the cultural sequence, the architecture and constructive techniques, the function of the sites, subsistence strategies, but also the funerary practices. The discovery of an altar with the inhumations of tens of children and fetus is an unusual feature, rarely registered, which open new lines of investigations on the place of children in the Pre-Hispanic societies of the Central Andes.
Whence the Ychsma?  An archaeological and osteological approach

Tatiana Vlemincq-Mendieta (Institute of Archaeology, UCL),  tatiana@vlemincq.com

Peter Eeckhout (Université Libre de Bruxelles) and 
Lawrence S. Owens (Birkbeck College, University of London)
Iconographic and ceramic data demonstrate both continuity and replacement in the Early-Late Intermediate Period (EIP-LIP) of the Central Coast region. Extensive architectural survey, chronometrics and artefactual analysis by the Ychsma Project all suggest a Lima-Ychsma transition without significant pause. The Southern Andean Iconographic Series added to (rather than replaced) the local pantheon, although the significance of impoverished ceramic traditions and fluctuating funerary practices remains uncertain. Ychsma’s integration into the Inca Empire marked a series of more decisive cultural transitions, including foreign styles, mitimaqs and numerous socioeconomic transformations. The biosocial fabric of these polity shifts was investigated using the Arizona State University Dental Anthropology System (ASUDAS), scoring 173 individuals from four Central Coast polities spanning 1600 years. Descriptive and multivariate statistics confirmed a Pre-Lima/Lima/Ychsma cluster vs. a distinct Inca group. This suggests that the Inca were the first foreign group to migrate into the area, that the Lima ‘collapse’ was a social transition towards the Ychsma, and that Pachacamac’s role as a pan-Andean pilgrimage centre dates solely to the Late Horizon. The implications of these data are discussed.

200 years a woman and 1000 years a man: the case of the Marburg Mummy

(Re-examining a decontextualized mummy from Ancient Peru reveals new insights)

Anna-Maria Begerock, Mercedes González, Isabel Martínez, María Guevara (IECIM, Madrid) abegerock.iecim@gmail.com

Nina Ullrich (Philipps-Universität, Marburg) 
The Anatomical Collection of the University in Marburg, Germany, has within it, a mummy from Ancient Peru. It was bought in the 19th century by a German collector as that of a woman, based on gender determinated interpretations of its elaborate hairstyle, the long sticks of its burial goods thus once having served as weaving tools, the only known female profession for pre-Columbian cultures then.

Recent investigation has determined this mummy is, in fact, male and the reinterpretation of the burial goods indicated the profession as a fisherman. A close examination of the skin of the mummy revealed insights into the wrapping material as well as its extraordinary adornment by a burial mask, all now missing. A first anthropological examination indicates the possibility of TB, maybe being the cause of death.

This Marburg Mummy Case proves that a re-examination of de-contextualised, South-American mummies in European collections is always worthwhile: it can help to re-contextualize the human being and elicit different, or more comprehensive, conclusions. 

An additional so far unknown case is the outstanding find of the 19th century wrapping paper of the mummy, indicating the time between shipment and inclusion into the collection. This offers a complete new approach to collection histories. 

Geometric earthworks along the entire southern rim of the Amazon

Jonas Gregorio de Souza, José Iriarte, Denise Schaan, Mark Robinson, Antonia Barbosa, Salman Khaan, Luiz Aragão, Ben Hur Marimon Jr., Beatriz Marimon, Francisco Nakahara
Jonas Gregorio de Souza (Department of Archaeology, University of Exeter)  jonas.gregorio@yahoo.com.br
The idea that the interfluvial areas of Amazonia were secondary to cultural developments in relation to the major river floodplains has been challenged over the last two decades by the discovery of large earthworks in different parts of the southern periphery of the basin. These include the ‘garden cities’ of the Upper Xingu and the Geoglyphs of Acre – where over 500 large-scale, densely distributed geometric ditched enclosures are now recorded in an area previously thought to be pristine interfluvial forest. The similarity between those sites raised the possibility that the entire southern rim of the Amazon could hide geometric enclosures, but the evaluation of this hypothesis has always been hampered by a 600 km gap in the archaeology of the Tapajós headwaters. In this paper, we present the first results of a survey in that crucial area. Combining satellite imagery and ground-truthing of a sample of sites, we have located so far over 80 earthworks, filling this gap in regional archaeology and proving that an entire 1800 km belt along the transitional forests of the southern rim of the Amazon were settled with large-scale geometric enclosures. Sites in the Tapajós headwaters are not identical to the Geoglyphs of Acre, ring ditches of Bolivia, or ‘garden cities’ of the Xingu, but combine features of all areas in a unique way, showing the development of local architectural traditions.
Assessing the Impact and Legacy of Swidden Farming in Neotropical Interfluvial Environments through Exploratory Modelling of Post-Contact Piaroa Land Use

Philip Riris (Institute of Archaeology, UCL)  p.riris@ucl.ac.uk
Humans are increasingly viewed as active agents of environmental and land cover change in the moist Neotropics. While the scale and extent of pre-Columbian anthropic impacts are actively debated, the effects of post-Contact patterns of land use are rarely examined over the long term, defined here as centennial timescales. This article examines a putative area of historical low human impact located in the western Guiana Shield, the upper Cuao River, using an exploratory agent-based modelling approach. Based on an extensive ethnographic literature on the Piaroa, who have inhabited the region for at least four centuries, the model investigates the legacy effects of ethnographic patterns of land use in the interval between European Contact and the present. Model outcomes indicate that the potential range of anthropic changes to the environment of the study area are significantly greater in scale than previously assumed. Interpretative discrepancies between present vegetation conditions and the model are likely the product of sparse palaeoecological and archaeological research in the upper Cuao. More broadly, the results imply that small-scale agriculture and agroforestry can lead to extensive and persistent structural changes to ecosystems in relatively short timescales. The experiment bolsters existing cautions against assuming the “natural” baseline of Neotropic forests based on present appearance. As a form of middle-range theory, the model demonstrates how computational approaches can promote closer integrations between ecological, archaeological, and ethnohistorical data, as well as frame the expectations of future research.
